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readily seeks and finds occupation in studies congenial
to his personal bent, whatever that may be. Many
have when young received a tolerable education in the
local schools, 'Mektebs' and ' Medresehs/ besides the
instruction derived from private * jOojas' or tutors ;
and have acquired a knowledge of Arab and Turkish
literature, narrow in its limits, but within those limits
deep and complete of its kind. This foundation once
laid, individual diligence, undistracted by daily news-
papers, periodicals, and the plethora of books which
often overlays the Western student almost to suffocation,
perfects the task. 'Cave hominem unius libri' still
receives its full application in the East; and the careful
study of a dozen Arabic volumes in the close Boolac
print, read over and over till they have been almost
retained by heart, can do much to store the reader's
head with material for thought and discussion. History,
poetry, and romance, these volumes contain little else ;
but so far the library is a very well furnished one, much
more so than is generally known in Europe, except
among that small idiosyncratic class denominated as
6 Eastern scholars/ Abnormal beings! for the poles of
European thought and deed, and of Asiatic, lie too far
asunder for any sympathetic communication between
the twain in the ordinary course of things. Meanwhile,
our amateur mercantile student becomes a 'well-read'
man in his line, and troubles himself little about
Western sciences and languages. Besides, man, in his
intellectual, social, and moral aspects, is still the main
topic of Oriental writings, and to him, one way or other,
nineteen out of twenty volumes refer. Next to this,
'proximus, sed longo proximus intervallo,' comes na-
* tural history. Chemistry is still worse represented;
geology, palaeontology, astronomy, mechanical science,
and the like, it would be superfluous to expect.